
/a/ ‘a’
ant

‘ai’
plait

‘i’
meringue

‘al’
salmon

regional 
‘au’
laugh

/b/ ‘b’
bat

‘bb’
gibbon

‘bu’
builder

‘pb’
cupboard

/k/ ‘c’
cat

‘k’
kangaroo

‘ck’
duck

‘ch’
chameleon

‘cc’
broccoli

‘que’
plaque

‘qu’
mosquito

/k/+/w/  
(/kw/)  

‘qu’ 
squid

/k/+/s/  
(/ks/)  

‘x’ 
fox

/d/ ‘d’
dog

‘dd’
ladder

‘ed’
yelled

‘de’
blonde

/e/ ‘e’
elf

‘ea’
pheasant

‘a’
many

‘ay’
says

‘ai’
said

‘ie’
friend

‘ei’
leisure

‘eo’
leopard

/f/ ‘f’
fly

‘ff’
puffin

‘ph’
dolphin

‘gh’
rough

‘ffe’
giraffe

/g/ ‘g’
goat

‘gg’
egg

‘gu’
guess

‘gh’
ghost

‘gue’
dialogue

/g/+/z/  
‘x’ 

example

/h/ ‘h’
hen

‘wh’
who

/i/ ‘i’
imp

‘y’
lynx

‘a_e’
cabbage

‘e’
England

‘u’
busy

‘o’
women

‘ia’
marriage

‘ie’
sieve

/j/ ‘j’
Jack

‘g’
giraffe

‘dge’
bridge

‘ge’
sponge

‘gi’
hygiene

‘dg’
badger

‘d’
graduate

‘dj’
adjective

‘gg’
suggest

/l/ ‘l’
ladybird

‘ll’
doll

‘le’
marble

‘lle’
belle

/m/ ‘m’
monkey

‘mm’
hammer

‘mb’
comb

‘mn’
autumn

‘me’
welcome

‘mme’
programme

‘gm’
phlegm

/n/ ‘n’
nurse

‘nn’
bunny

‘kn’
knight

‘ne’
one

‘gn’
sign

‘nne’
Anne

‘pn’
pneumonia

/o/ ‘o’
otter

‘a’
wasp

‘au’
sausage

‘e’
ensuite

‘ou’
cough

/r/
/igh/

/ur/
/ear/

schwa ending

/th/
/th//th/

/a/
/d/
/f/

/ch/

/sh/

/ow/
soft

unvoiced
/w/ /o/

/o/

/n//b//z/
/v/

/y/

/sh/Alphabetic Code Chart
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/p/ ‘p’
pig

‘pp’
hippo

‘pe’
cantaloupe

/r/ ‘r’
rat

‘rr’
parrot

‘wr’
wrong

‘rh’
rhombus

‘re’
we’re

/s/ ‘s’
snake

‘ss’
grass

‘c’
princess

‘ce’
dance

‘se’
house

‘sc’
scissors

‘st’
listen

‘ps’
psychic

‘z’
pretzel

/k/+/s/
(/ks/) 
‘x’ 
fox

/t/ ‘t’
tiger

‘tt’
bottle

‘ed’
jumped

‘tte’
baguette

‘te’
taste

‘th’
Thomas

‘pt’
receipt

‘bt’
doubt

‘d’
baked

/t/+/s/
‘zz’

pizza

hard

/u/
‘oo’
wood

‘u’
bull

‘ou’
houmous

‘oul’
should

‘o’
wolf

regional

‘oe’
doessoft /u/

regional

‘u’
bug

‘ou’
rough

‘o’
love

‘oo’
flood

/v/ ‘v’
vet

‘ve’
olive

‘f’
of

‘vv’
revving

‘ph’
Stephen

/w/ ‘w’
weasel

‘wh’
whale

(sometimes  
unvoiced)

‘u’
penguin

/w/+/o/ or /w/+/uh/
regional

‘o’ 
one

/k/+/w/
(/kw/)  
‘qu’
squid

/y/ ‘y’
yoga

‘i’
onion

‘j’
hallelujah

/n/+/y/  
‘gn’ 

lasagne

/z/ ‘z’
zebra

‘zz’
buzzard

‘s’
nose

‘ss’
scissors

‘se’
cheese

‘ze’
snooze

‘x’
xylophone

/g/+/z/  
‘x’ 

example

/ch/ ‘ch’
chicken

‘tch’
watch

‘t’
vulture

‘ti’
question

‘c’
cello

‘cc’
cappuccino

/sh/ ‘sh’
brush

‘ti’
caution

‘ch’
chef

‘ci’
magician

‘si’
mansion

‘ssi’
percussion

‘s’
sugar

‘sch’
schwa

‘che’
moustache

‘c’
appreciate

‘ce’
ocean

regional 
‘ss’
tissue

unvoiced 

/th/
‘th’
moth

voiced 
/th/

‘th’
weather

‘the’
breathe

/ng/ ‘ng’
wing

‘ngue’
tongue

/ng/+/k/  
‘n’ (k)
think
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/ai/ ‘a_e’
cake

‘ay’
play

‘a’
paper

‘ai’
rain

‘ey’
grey

‘aigh’
straight

‘eigh’
eight

‘é’
café

‘ea’
steak

‘ae’
sundae

‘ei’
reindeer

/ee/ ‘ee’
sheep

‘ea’
flea

‘y’
jelly

‘ie’
cookie

‘e_e’
centipede

‘ey’
turkey

‘e’
meteor

‘ei’
receipt

‘eo’
people

‘i_e’
machine

regional 
‘i’

apricot

/igh/ ‘i_e’
kite

‘i’
lion

‘igh’
light

‘y’
spy

‘ie’
magpie

‘y_e’
type

‘ye’
bye

‘eye’
eyelid

/oa/ ‘o_e’
cone

‘ow’
rainbow

‘oa’
toad

‘o’
ghost

‘oe’
toe

‘ou’
boulder

‘oh’
oh

‘ough’
doughnut

‘ol’
yolk

‘au’
aubergine

/ue/
(/y/+/oo/)

‘u_e’
cube

‘ew’
newt

‘ue’
statue

‘u’
unicorn

‘eu’
feud

‘eau’
beauty

‘ui’
pursuit

‘you’
youth

/oo/ ‘u_e’
flute

‘ew’
screw

‘oo’
goose

‘ou’
soup

‘ue’
blue

‘o’
who

‘u’
ruby

‘ui’
fruit

‘ough’
through

‘oe’
shoe

‘wo’
two

‘eu’
sleuth

/ow/ ‘ow’
brown

‘ou’
mouse

‘ough’
plough

/oi/ ‘oi’
coin

‘oy’
boy

‘ou’re’
you’re

/ar/ ‘ar’
star

‘a’
llama

‘are’
are

‘ear’
heart

‘al’
half

‘ah’
blah

‘er’
clerk

regional
‘au’
laugh

/or/ ‘or’
horse

‘aw’
fawn

‘au’
astronaut

‘ore’
snore

‘a’
water

‘al’
walk

‘ough’
thought

‘augh’
taught

‘oar’
board

‘aur’
dinosaur

‘our’
four

‘oor’
door

‘ure’
sure

‘ar’
warm

regional 
‘ou’re’
you’re

/ur/ ‘ir’
girl

‘er’
gerbil

‘ur’
turtle

‘ear’
Earl

‘our’
journal

‘ere’
were

(w) ‘or’
worm

‘err’
preferred

‘urr’
blurred

‘irr’
stirred

/air/ ‘air’
fairy

‘are’
dare

‘ear’
bear

‘ere’
where

‘ar’
parent

‘aer’
aeroplane

‘eir’
their

‘aire’
millionaire

/ear/ ‘ear’
earwig

‘eer’
meerkat

‘ere’
sphere

‘ier’
chandelier

‘er’
zero

‘ir’
souvenir

regional
‘ea’
really

/uh/
schwa ending

‘er’
spider

‘ar’
calendar

‘or’
tractor

‘ure’
vulture

‘ah’
Noah

‘re’
litre

‘a’
sofa

‘ah’
cheetah

‘our’
colour

‘ur’
murmur

/zh/ ‘si’
vision

‘s’
measure

‘ge’
camouflage

‘g’
aubergine

‘j’
Taj Mahal

‘z’
azure

‘ti’
equation

‘ure’
(common variations)

/y/+/or/
‘ure’

manure

/or/
‘ure’
sure

/uh/
‘ure’

treasure
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